WEATHER FORECAST.

Fair and cooler to-day; to-
morrow, probably fair.
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CITIZENS PLAN
T0 HAUL THEIR
DWN 50005

Express Rates’ Fight Is on
with Vigor.

SIGNERS OF PETITION

Columbia Heights Will Have
Special Meeting.

Umleas Redress from Exorbitant
Charges Is Had, Merchanta Threat-
en to Pat Teams on Route and De-
liver Thelir Goods by n System of
Their Own—Pectitions in Liberal
Circalation in Foarteenth Street.

+

WHAT 50 MERCHANTS SAY.

e hereby petition the Colum-
bia Helghis Cltizens Assoclation
to cail a special meeting within
thirty days to consider the just
Erievance against the arbitrary
ealles of extra

and unjust tion
and un r charges on merchan-
dise delivered north of Florida

avenue, and that sald association
take proper stenps to remedy this

injurious discrimination, and, If
necessary, lay the matier befors
the Interstate Commerce Com-
misslon.

*> il

Extra express rates on free de-
livery goods in Fourteenth street
north of Florida avenue are doomed
to a the
chants, who are up in arms against

short life, say mer-

what thev call injurious discrimi-
nation, for if there is no legal re-
dress against the condition that|

.y |
now prevails, these citizens say they

will put teams on the route and de-
liver their own goods by a system
of their own.

In this way, at least, they claim
they will he able to establish a basis
of cost that will have some n-lcmeml
of fixed price about it, and each will }
be able to tell just what the deliv-

SUICIDE PACT PLANNED
BY PSYCHIC STUDENTS

New York, May 12.—"Dr. Lal-
son and [ were golng to commit
sulcide together, some day. We
were simply walting until the
burden of life became unbearahle.
1 sxpect to join my master and
teacher as soon as an opportunity
presents itself. I dld not kill
Dr. Latson.™

This remarkable statement was
made to-night by Alta Marhevka,
1the young student of mystic psy-
chology and pupll of Dr. W. R.
C. Latson, editor of Health Cul-
ture, whose body, with a bullet
hole through the brain, was found
Thursday night in his luxurious
npartments in Riverside Drive.

—

nini, Johm D. Schamel, Philip Katz, L.
Kahanor, T. Borzer, Edward J. Erwin,
Louls Snvder, Morris Blumenfeld, Louls
Wachsmith, George E. Altemus, J. A
Philippe, J. H. Cohenclous, D, J. Wey-
man, B. M Norris, W. C. Thompson,
E. H Gow, L. Fanberg, N. Ambrogi,
C, F. Little. W. L. Gary, G. Bherr, Will-
fnm M. Warles, A, Shulman, C. E, Cas-
sasa, W. L. Largast & Co, Charles J.
Galsbearg, M. Laviton & Co, M. Berman,
Mre. R. O, Cros, William P, Lusby, Ed-
win ¥. Troold, & Co, J. W, Ward, O. F.
Knabe, E. ¢, Mattingly, L. Goldmunz,
H., H. 8wan, Watson & Hollister, F. Rle-
brino, Bush Plumbing Company, Charles
Rupertus, A. Parson, D. M. Mounford,
and Robert FPetzold

FEARING ATTACK,
AMERICAN HOMES
RE BARRICADED

Arms and Food Stored by
Foreigners for Siegze.

REBELS APPROACH CITY

Mexico Clty, May 12—Actions of the
Fovernment to-day Indicate that fears of
attack wpon the Clity of Mexico from
some source are Imminent. At noon to-
day the guard at Helam City prison was
increased by 1,000 soldiers

Four pleess of light artillery have been
transferred from the arrenal to the na-
tional palace, Where: they are mounted
so that they eommand all approaches to
the palace. whith = In the cehter of the
clit¥. Al eannon In the arsena]l have
been brought outside

It s fearsd the rebels will attack
Cuernavacn and possibly Mexica City,
the city be attacked it ls cer-
tain that a strong force pf rebel sym-

Should

en v cost him.
ENS ARMUSED. 1
Druring this week petitions have heen
eireulated amone the merchants |

and thome |

eenth  streel,

harge say the |

that have had them In

citizens there are fully armused, and are

the most determined clpse of peaple In |

the clty just neo |
The petitinhas bear the siznstores of the |

mort subrtantial and prominent business

men in that section, and were signed

most eagerly when presented. The sign-|
ers all say thes re determined not !--'
stund the discrimination any longer, and
will stang by the petition and its de-
mands to the Limht

Judge Charles 8 Hundy, presldent of
the associntion, =a eting will be
called in compllan the reyuest of |
the members, and tf 1 question will
be taken up thoroughly In all of its
bearings.

Warren A. Humpt of 294 Four-
tefmth sireet, savs |t re he went into
business for himeslf op on the hill he
had long experience in the lower part

of the clty, where he had
fretght and shipping.
pretty well up an the dsye and dolngs
©f eXpress compar Put when he re-
eceived his frelght shipments at hi=s own

He th

place of business, just north of Florida
avenue. In what I eommaonly supposed
tr. be a free frelght delivery zone, and
for delivering which the raflway com-
ranies pay the expres=s pecple, he found
there was an extra tnx [mposed upon
aull his goods which downtown mer-

chants do not have o pay,

Ubjret of the Tax,
“This tax for living sust a littie be-
yond an Imaginary line, eats a blg hole
in our profits,” said Mr. Humphrey.

“Any one who knows sanything about
boriness compelitiim to-day knows that
profits st the best are smoll, and when

thess are eaten Into-by this charge
it = no wonder & mnn  gets  pore.
There i5 no justice In the charge, be-

caurs If vou measure the distance the

company has to haul our freight and
compare it with other long hauls that
nare made free to distant parts of the

tree zone You will see we have no right
i he nssessed an extra price. Further
than that, none of u» can tell what the
charge Is going to be on a fAfty-pound
package. Ome day it is one price and
rext day it i= another.”

“The yearly nssesament that a mer-
chant up here has to pay,” sald George
C. Altemus, “amounts to a lot in a
year, Take a buosiness such as mine,
where we handle perishable goods, and
have to have our shipments in small
quantities and get them often, you
would be surprisad what those lltte
items on my drayage bills amount to In
the run of & month. It is not unusual
to have dellveries of six and eight
packages & day here af my store. i
already have spent & good deal of mon.
ey trying to get this thing strnightened
out, but am In the fight to stay this
time, and am golng to see It to a finish
of some sort."”

“If we have to put on & lins of our
own,” sald another enthuslastic sup-
porter, "we will do it. Then we know
what we are paying. I have pul money
into this Aght on other occasions, and
am willing to go In agaln and stay In
untll we get somewhere this time™

Among the Signers

Among the signers of the petition are

T Col

pathizers Inside the city  would rime
against The avthorities. It is estimated
that & per eent of the citlzens &are
Maderists.

The American colony in Mexlea Clty
is extremely wrought up over the dan-
ger of mob attacks which may result If
the government loses control or in case
an attack i= made upon the city. More
than 7 per cent of the women and chil-
dren of American familles In Mexico
have been sent to the United States
within the pnst sixty dava.  Others are
lraving thir week. It iz known that the
fran  Ambassador conslders the
tion extremely serfous.

The proposed plan of the forelgn resi-
dents s that several military companiea
be ralsed ond dArilled ™ each foreign
rolony and be armed and ready to as-
|slss the suthorities to keep order. The
government offered to supply the arms

ond the officers to drill the companies
Practically all the Americans here who
staying through the war have
witork of arms= and ammunition
in thelr Iinuses and have lald In supplies
of foel to jast several weeks

Guns were distributed to-day to the
principal business houses of the city,

Ium.-h, fearing attarks from mohs, azked

for mrms It is estimated that more than
2000 guns and a corresponding amount
of ammunition have been distributed

CABINET ALLOWS
ARMS SHIPMENT

Rebels May Receive Guns in
Custom-houses.

Bhipments of munitions of war will be
permitied to cross the border Into Mexi-
can cusiom-houses controlled by the In-
surgentis as long as they are hona fide
and not directly consigned to the Insur-
grnt representatives.

If they are sent 0 dealers in arms and
war materials the United States govern-
ment has no legal authority for Inter-
fering with thelr shipment as long as
they go through the regular and ordi-
nary channels of commerce.

It is of great importance to the revo-
lutionists, as it will give them a legitl-
mate scurce of supply of arms and am-
mitnltion, and they will not be forced to
the necessity of relying upon smuggled
arms ang ammunition,

BANKER IS DROWNED. "

Fight to Kill Self with Revolver
Ends in Death.

Hackensack, N, J: May 12.—Hobart Le-
ecouver, First National Bank prosident
at Westwood, N. J. and the proprietor
of the Lecouver Fresa, at 51 Vessy
streel, New York, committed suicide
early this morning by jumping into the
well on his beautiful estate at West-
wood and drowning In thres feet of
water.

The early morning tragedy was the
culmination of an exciting night at Le-

L] 4 h

RESCUED AT SEA.
PASSENGERS TAKE
DAY LAND ROUTE

Few Continue Trip After Ar-
rival at Norfolk.

WATER IS IN DISFAVOR

Blame for Accident Not Placgd
by Officers.

Gash Torn in Steamer's Side by Col-
lislon—FPrsscagrras Safely Trans-
ferred from Sinking Ship—Wire-
less Call Brings Ald— Message
Reachen Office—HRailrond Preferred
Following Exclting Adventure,

New York, May 12.—The Ward
liner Merida, due at this port to-day
from Vera Cruz, Progreso, and Ha-
vana, was rammed amidships at
1230 o'clock this morning by the
fruiter Admiral Farragut, of the
American Mail Steamship Line, in
a heavy fog, fifty-five miles east of
Cape Charles,

After the transfer of the passen-
gers and the crew of the Merida to
the Admiral Farragut, the Ward
liner foundered in thirty-five fath-
ams, bevond the hope of salvage
and too deep to interfere with the
progress of the deepest ships.

All of the Merida's passengers,
202 in first and second cabins and
steerage, were saved. One, a wom-
an, was injured, but not severely.

WIRELESS USED.

The story of the dixaster wan told by
wireless long before the passengers. offi™
cers, and crew of the Merida arrived In
Norfolk to-night aboard the Old Domin-
lon steamship Hamilton, whicrh took
them from the Admiral Farragut.

The first wireless message came from
Herbert Benson, the United Wireless
operator aboard the Murld:r sl was
received at the office of the Ward Line
in Wall street just after it happened
The next message told of the sinking
at £5 & m of the Merida.

Meanwhile the Farmagut was sending
cries for assistance to ail points within
the radius nf her wireless. One of the
first ships to catch the insistent demand
for help was the Old Dominiom liner
Hamilton, Capt. Boaz, bound from this
port to Old Point Comfort and Newport
News,

When Capt. Hosz was within thres
hours of the Admiral Faragut he learned
that all the passengers were off the
Merida and that the wounded Ward
liner had dlsappeared.

The Farragut's captain, A. Vder, re-
ported to the Hamilton that his #&hip
had been damaged and that he could not
safely convey the passengers to porl

When the Hamilton got within mega-
phone distance of the Farragut she found
the btattle ship Towa alomgside. The
fowa had heard the Farragut's call for
assistnce and  had  turned from her
course from Phildelphia to Annapolis.

Towsa Alds Transfer.

Commander H., F. Hutchinson, of the
Towa, ordered boats lowered and the|
bluejackets trunaferred the Merida's pas-
sengers. olycers, and crew to the Hamil-
ton. The sea was calm and the transfer
wag without accldent.

The Hamilton arrived in Norfolk at 7:30
o'elock to-night.

The Ward line's agents at Norfolk
Eave the passengers and crew the cholce
of coming to this city by the Princess
Anne, which left Norfolk at 8 o'clock
to-night or staying overnight In th!llr
and taking an early morning traln to|
New York. Only & small part of the|
passengers decided to take ship.

All agreed that the fog was very thick
snd that hoth ships were groping on
thelr respective courses, the Admiral Far-
ragut steering for Port Antonlo, Jamalea,
an® the Merida heading for this port

The question of blame must awalt the
reports of Capt. Vader and Capt. Rob-
ertson.

All reports ngree In saying that the
bow of the Farragut plowed a hole In
the side of the Merlda big enough to
run a small tug through, and that the
gnsh extended far beiow the water line
Mattrenses forced Into the rent were ef-
fective for & time in keeping out the
Water,

It was seen after the Farragut with<]
drew from the side of thes Merida st
the latter would be able to float omly
a few hours at the limit, and the Nfe-
boats were swung out and all hands made
ready to abandon ship.

Pending the arrival of the Hamilton and

WAR SECRETARY

RESINS; STIMSON
NAMEDSUCGESSOR

Dickinson’s Personal Affairs
Need His Attention.

ACCEPTANCE BY TAFT

No Polities Figured in Hetire-
ment from Cabinet.

Anxions to Devete Time te Coal
Business (n Tenneasce, Official
Leaves Admini tlom Vel rily

and Not Becanse of Mexican Situs-
tion, According (o White House
Advices—Appointed by Roosevell.

Jacob McGavock Dickinson has
resigned from the Cabinet as Sec-
retary of War, Henry Lewis Stim-
son, of New York, candidate for
governor in the last campaign, has
been appointed to succeed him.

President Taft made it known
last night that there are no political
considerations in the resignation of
Secretary Dickinson, nor does it re-
sult from any friction between the

President and the Secretary,
DEMAXD ATTENTION,
Eecretary Dickinson resigned because
his personal affaira are In such condi.
tion that they demand his personal at-
tentlon. S0 urgent was this call upon
him that Presldent Taft felt hound to

nwecept the resignation at once

Becretary [Mckinwon will retire from
office as soon as it ia possibie for Mr
Srtimson 1o jeave Lis affairs jn New York
and assume his dutles in Washington
President Taft will confer with Mr, Stim-
son on this question when he s in New
York to-morrow. 1t Is expected Mr.
Stimeon wil| enter office before the end
of next week

Most of Secretary Dickinson's private

i
I

SUCCEEDS SECRETARY DICKINSON.

HENRY L. STIMSON,

Former Xew York District Attorney, Whoe Becomes Member of Cabinet.

FIVE HUNDRED MEN
FIGHT FOREST FIRE

Sent by Pennsylvania to Brandywine, Md., Where
Line of Flame Extends a Distance
of Five Miles.

Every available man In the employ
af the Pennsvivania Rallrosd Company
between Baltimore and Washington was
sent on specia] trains yesterday down the
Popes Creek branch from Bowle, M4,
to hattle against & forest fire of huge
proportions in the viciaity of Brandy-
wine

Lining elther side of the rallroad track
for a dlstance of five miles was a con-
tinuous flame, whicrh destroyed thou-
sands of rallroad tles, and in some in-
stances cars were burned, Five hundred
men wers sent to Hrandywine last night
hy the Pennsylvanin to a=sist the far-
mers In extinguishing the forest fire.

night that another forest fire had broken
out about two milles north of the village
and was burning with intense fury.
Farmers were making every effort to
check the finmes, which appeared to be
galning headwiny. Severn] farm houses
mro jn constant danger of destruction.
Just hefore & o'clock last evening a
Pennsylvania traln left Bowle for Brandy-
wine, with 150 men from Baltimore.
For several years the Pennsylvania has
been supplied with timber for ties cut
trom the woods through which the Popes
Ureek line runs. These ties are stock-
ed mlong the rallroad track. and when
the fires of the forest reached them they
woom fall prey to the tongues of flame

means I4 at the present tima Invested In |y, was snnounced from Bowle lastlthat shot meross the track.
n emal pany of T Rsee, NOW
In the hands of & recelver. Hesides, the

Secretary, his brothersin-law and several
other members of his family have invest-
ed a large portion of thelr money In
this company, and the condition of s
affairs at thisn time In such that it
will require & strong man to straighten
them out and save anything from the
wreckage

The Secretary has told the President
that he i» anxious for this reason 1o
leave Washington at the earliest mo-
ment and devote his time to his business
affalrs In Tennessee.

Reports have frequently been printed
that Secretary [Idckineon would sooner
or later find It necessary for him to re-
slgn from the Taft Cabinet because of
hiz politics. He in a fres trade Demo-
crat, open and avowed. It was stated at
the White Houss last night that the
FPresident fully expects credence to be
given to reports that he felt the resig-
nation of his Democratic Cabinet officer
to he necessary because of the approach-
ing campaign

Letter from Dickinson.

Kecretary Dickinson tendered hin resig-
nation on Aprll 23, which was acespted
by the Presldent on May & Here are the
Intters:

“Dear Mr. President: As my affairs
have recently so changed as to require
my personal attentlon In Tennessee, [
herewith tender my resignation as See-
retary of War, to take offect as soon
as may be compatible with the publie
interest. 1 ecannot express to you how
much I apprecinte the honor and confl-
dence which you have hestowed upon
me, and the uniform kindness with
which you have always treated me. The
memory of having enjoyed the privilege
of belng assoclated with you, and my
collenguen of the Cabinet, In the dis-
cussion of s0 many great questions af-
fecting the welfare of our country will
n{wl)'n be cherished by me as inestima-
bla

“With all good wishes for you, and
with the hope that one so able, patri-
otic, and devoted may long be spared
for the serviees of hia country, I am,
very sincerely,

“J. M. DICKINGON."
Accepiance by Tafi,

“My Dear Secretary Dickinson: T hawve
your letter of resignation, and am very
sorry that the personal considerations,
am you have explained them at length to
me, leave me no alternative and require
me to accept it. Since you wrote it you
have signified to me that If T thought
your leaving the War Bepartment would
smbarrass me In view of conditions in
Maxico, you would request to be allowed
to mmerifice your personal Interests and
coptige In ofice. While I fully appre-
clate the high sense of duty that prompts
your offer, 1 am giad to say that recent
developments Indicate that no crisis is
likely to arise making your withdrawal
now any more of an em ent than

WOULD OFFER IMMUNITY
TO CLERKS WHO TESTIFY

Deeming that reassurance applied In
time may serve to hring out facts from
government employes in the forthcoming

investigations of the executive depart-

! ments that otherwise would not ses the

Iight, Representative Bathrick, of Ohln,
yesterday Introduced a resolution which
guarantess immunity to every clerk who
may be called upom 1o testify during
thene investigations
Citing n his resolution the allegation
that emploves of the government who
hinve in the past disclosed information
1 matters under Investigation
;:::p:r:.:r: Alsmissed or branded am un-
worthy of trust ar. Bathrick proposes

that duoe protection shall be afforded
clerks, and that if any employe Is super-
peded or reduced In efMeiency rating as
the result of his disclosures to & com-
mittes of Congress, an affidavit on his
part shall result In a special Investiga-
tlon to determine the facts. If it shall
be found that “persecution’” has followed
the disclosuren of the clerk, the superior
officer of the employe shall be declared
in contempt of the Senate or House and
punished accordingly.

“Fear and dread of loss of employment
should not be permitted to prevent the
exposure of irregularities of fraud in any
department.” sald Representative Bath-
rick in a statement concerning his reso-
fution,

DIVISION PLANNED
OF PEABODY FUND

Trust for Edncational Work
to Come to End.

Special to The Waskingtos Femld,

New York, May I12—After fourteen
years beyond the time when they might
have done so, & committes of the Pea-
body Educational Fund to-day unani-
moualy Aecided to report to the trus-
tmes that the principal of the fund shonld
nuw be distributed and the trusteeahip
closed. The fund continoed forty-four
years. Two years subsequent to the
civll war, George A. Peabody, the
Mansachusetts philanthroplst, gave 5.-
500,000 to mdvance education, thres-quar-
ters of the money 10 bumsr;:t n t!::

ts fund 3§t was

g;nlt:"bm?;l ‘:‘f Mississippl and Florida,

erward repudiated
5 H. t‘huu was c'!‘\ul].lh'l'::: Sl( to-
‘s committee mesting” c ney,
gt“".bhmchmtln; Bishep Lawrence, of
sMassachusetts; Ex-Go< Hoke Smith, of
. Ex-Gov. Askell, of North Caro-

lina, and Judge Henderson and Mr. Som-
erville, of Alabams, belng the other mem-

Hoks Smith said: “We shall report to
Trusteed

in November. Until then
2-"&: not der that the lls of
as to d bution

our recommendation o

hou made to the public.

should be were willing to ';ntauu
the remainder of tl 300,

however that the od

|

PROFESSOR DIVORCED

Wife Gets $100,000 Alimony, Al-

leging Cruelty.

New Haven, Conn., May I2—This aft-
ernoon a divorce was granted to Mre
Henry Lord Wheeler, wife of Prof.
Henry Lord Whesler, Yale professor n
organic law, and $10G0,0000 alimony al-
Jowed, which Is sald to be the largest
ever granted In a Connecticut divorce
court,

The grounds wers intolerable crueity,
and the referes’s report declared that the
allegations had been proved In full The
evidence wan not made pubilc.

SMUGGLERS CAUGHT.

Syrians Barred from Illegal En-
trance from Ship.

Kingston, Jamacia, May 12—A plot to
smuggle undesirable Syrians into New
York has just been unearthed here. The
men who had shipped as sallors on the
steamship Pring August Wilhelm were
discovered and landed at Fortune Island.
They returned here to-day and the local
government refused to allow the men to
land.

AMERICAN KILLED.
Son of Hotel Manager Shot by In-

CITIENS FOR
BILLASEIVING
REPRESENTATION

District Needs Closer Touch
in Congress.

WOULD PUSH INTERESTS -

Fuller Recognition of Residents
Is Vigorously Advocated.

W. D. Hoover Points Out Principle
af Respomsibility to People—it. H.
Harper Indorses Direct Primary
Idea—W, MeK., Clayton Crges
Movement and W. F. Gude Sces
Crying Need of Suftrage Here.

Advocates of the Bristow bill |
legalize direct primaries in the Dis-
trict of Columbia believe that it will
lead to a fuller recognition of the
residents of Washington as citizens
of the United States without in-
fringing upon the integrity of the
municipal form of government by
Commissioners.

DIRECT TOUCH YEEDED.

But the phase of the question of rep-
resentation that has been touched most
keenly by opening up the question 1is
that of glving the DMstrict better and
more direct touch with Congress.

W. . Hoover, president of the Natlonal
Savings and Trust Company, 1= ons of a
number who belleve the District should
have a Representative In the House and
one in the Senate.

“It i» mot so much a question of how
these Representatives be chosen, so long
as we have them, and they are In soma
way responsible to the peopls whose in-
terests they stand for,” rald Mr. Hoover,
“It is the principle of responsibility ta
the people that will insuro adequate and
painstaking effort to promote the (nter-
estn of the large number of property-
Lolding and taxpaying citizens ™

H. N. Harper, president of the District
National Bank, has besn for eo0 long
time an active promoter of direct pri-
marv jdeas that he is gisd 1o sea the
movement “Belng urged within the Dis-
trict.

“Back In 187, when I was a representa-
tive at the State convention at Roanoke,™
sald Mr. Harper, “[ Introduced a lengthy
resolution providing for direct primaries
throughout the State on the same day
for the selection of State delegates and
State nominations, and in entire Congres-
nional districts on the same day for Con-
gresslonal nominations

"1 belleve firmly In the principle of
direct primaries, and my wish to see the
principle adopted not only In the District
of Columbia but throughout the whaols
country ls stronger If anything than It
ever was, The only point of difference
between this plan and the one that I have
alwayn advocated Is In the Congressional !
districts, The primaries there should be
held through the Congressiona) distriet
on the =ame day, but not in every Con-
gressional district throughout the Stata
on the same day. There are gnod enough
and obvious enough reasons for this pro-
vislon, which I am satisfied would be
beneficial in the way of promoting clean
politics,

Opposes Any Change.

W. B. Hibbs represents a class of
citizena who are quite content to lesve
things & they are, without and change
in the form of govermment.

"1 am absolutely opposed.” maid Mr.
Hibbs, "“to any change in the government
of the city of Washington. We have the
best form of government on earth, and
thers Is no reson to tamper with it
I will not sap that we are afways the®
best governed clty on earth, but I do
say we have the best farm of munlelp-l:
government that exists anywhere to-day.
If the right cholce of Commisioners Is
always made, we can have a government
that in freedom, safety, fairness, and
equity cannot be excelled In any chy’
anywhere. I am unqualfiedly In favor
of letting well enough alone.

On the other hand, there s & larg®
bodp of cltizens who think as W. McK.
Clayton evpreses himself. Mr, Clayton
has been secretary of the Democratic
central committea for several years, and
as such has had wide and Intimate
knowledge of the working out of prima-

“This experience in the way primaries
now work out in the District ef Colum-
bla, and as conducted there by the Demo-
eratic party,” satd Mr. Clayton, “cause
me to give unhesitating indorsement of

;
il
i
3

EE"QE
I

T
Ji:

)
¥

|

E

7
il
-

s
|

5.
i

|
§

i

i
o
E

|

|

R§
§
4

!

H
i




